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hy the repair of $5800 oars. The ma:]or part of this work iras done at the 
Orenov'o and Qorna Orehovltsa workshops. The flr;ure for 1945 was 16^109 
for all types open oars, 7,811 closed, and 1S5 tankers]^ Lar(^ 

parks 6 f damaged rolling stock may be seen at Sofia, Plovdiv, Oorna 
Orohovltsa, Kazanllk, Perniks and nearly every station has a siding of 
obsolete oars. 
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The passenger rolling stock park was reported, again In ?Wbruary 1947, 
to consist of 1,100 coaches of all t^/pes. This fijgure has anparently 
^ been little increased since then. In 194S, the total non^freight rolling 

CD stock was 1.412 (963 coaches, 84 mail oars, 365 baggage oars «> those latter 

^re often used for passengers on iooal trains^. 

ae ii»quipment 

'^ 3a Signal equipment appears to be manual, except for the Sofia « Fernik and 
Soi^a • f^sdra lines. Signal equipment is of German make, the electric 
equipment being rnade by Siemens. 

4. Telegraph equipment in the Sofia area is made by Siemens and fUske. 
Telegraph lines are beside the track and carried cm wooden poles. 

5. Remote-controlled eleotrio equipment (for switching} appears to be only 
in use in part of Sofia and Plovdiv yards and in the junctions of Cherven- 
fireg, Oorna Orehov! tsa, and Drenovo. Remote-controlled manual switohing 
gears are used in rest large statiems, but on the snot manual operation 

is current in sisall stations and passing points* 



I 
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The main line of intematiSxal inportanoo is the Belgrade-nz'agcmian-Sofia- 
Plovdtv-Svilengrad-Istanbul line, used by the Sliriplon-Orlent E^qsress. 

remainder of the system pan be divided into two main seotii^, one 
north of the l^alkan mountain range and the other south of it. A subsidiary 
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■i-'ction, and ft.n iiriporl/ttnfc taie strateeioally, 1 « that of tha Struma Tallmy. 

Sallee mountftim nrB orossed }yy only ^mo Sofia - Vlesdra and 

Gcnita Orehmltzh. - DuboTO* and oiroumTontod by erne line, Shuman « Karoo bat«^l 
/u- result these lines ar© irreatiy ovorworlced and awn In time of na#d ** 
;:ouid not take TrK>ro than a slightly Inoraasad trafflo* This <teag©roua 
prttle-neok is %mlX kmma^ and the old Oer^mn plan fdr a trfma-Balkf!Si 
lino fi-OBi Loveah to Karlow is bein^ Included in tha new Piw Tear Pla&» 

The first eootioa, Lorrooh to Troyan, has alrea^ baan built by Touth 
Brl trades, but no ^\xht need a lot of iinproTlnf, before it Is able 
to carry normal traffic. 

A 3 th© lines era single track throughout most of tha country and as 
^asfiinp; points are manually operated, this heavy traffic puts the system 
under a groat strain .^ ifialntonance Is not carried out soon enough for 
foar of causing to#* 1 lfiioh disloc ation to the system, so that when it Is 
finally deoicted to do any malntenanoe. It takes far longer than neoessary* 

As an ©xeinple of this tendency Is the disaster at Gara bakatnik on the 
C ofia - '^aBdra line in June 1946 , when the whole track collapsed with heavy 
loss of lifs . The damage is not yet fully repaired, 

10 . r^H. Sofia — IklTtlrnan — Plovdiv section is also owmorked,! particularly 
between 3 ofia and Gara Belovo owing to the need for double heed ing, | 

the new Sofia - Volyuak - Pcjrnik line Is in running order it will 
h^»lp to take the load off the Sofia - Tladaya ^ Psmlk i||B^ which at 
proBont handles nearly all the coal traffic (the remainder goes by 
road) the mines at Pernik to the capital, and the Kuril© therodo 

power station. 


All linos frcBB Sofia require, except for the lightest of trains, double 
heuding, and heavy-freight trains on the Sofia 1 Plovdiv or Pernlk - 
Sofia lines often have a third en^ne pusMng at the tail of the train. 
Double heading la also needed on the trans-Balkan lines, 

4 ^< *tfork shops, 

^here are no locomotive factories in Bulgar^^^J although the Sofia 
>-ocomotive repedr shops, now known as the Oeorgi Dimitrov Locomotive 
-Verks, have Just assembled their first locomotive, a 2 - 6-0 tahker, fkom 
Imported parts to a Hanomag design. 


I main locomotive shops are at Sofia, Pernlk, Chorveniareg, Gorna 

Orehovitxa, Ruse and Plovdiv, 

linir atook la built (although in the past the majority was imported) 
and repaired in the acme shops as the locomotives and also In special 
ahops at Drenovo, Stars Zagora, Karlovo and Rakovskl, 


16 , Only two breakdown oranes are "Tiovni to exist. One of 16 tons is kept 
at Cara Poduene, Sofia, and the other, of 26 tons, at Gorna OrehovitBs, 
Jacks sisi rollers appear to be ncrmaDy uaed for re-railing. Grout 
ingenuity was used to re-rj:il an engine whioh crashed into the Inker 
River on the Sofia - i^cBdra lino recently, A aiding was laid ftrom the 

main* line down tbe ba.^ inta the ^ver apd under the water to the side 
of the engine^ which was then lifted ivlth Jacks onto the track and towed 
back by two engines on to the main line. 
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